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Introductory

From 1854 to 18359, four volumes of Reports and Collec-
tions of the State Historical Society of Wisconsin were pub-
lished by the State. In 1860, the Legislature, to lessen the
public burdens, intermitted its publication; but with the re-
turn of peace and prosperity, the Legislature of 1866 author-
ized the Society to have published by the State Printer a Part,
of 150 pages a year, to commence in 1867, and to be consecu-
tively paged. so that three successive parts should form a vol-
ume. Circumstances unnecessary here to mention, prevented
the Secretary and editor of the Society’s publications, from
commenecing the issue of this new series until now; but the de-
lay has added very considerably to the accumulation and com-
pleteness of the material from which to make the selection. For
the convenience of the editor, and for the sake of securing uni-
formity of paper, the third Part, that for 1869, is a little an-
ticipated in the order of time. The fifth volume of the
Society’s Collections presents, we believe, quite as varied a his-
toric melange, and as replete with interest, as either of its
predecessors.

Again we appeal to our friends for appropriate contribu-
tions—to our surviving pioneers for their reminiscences, and
to our citizen =oldiery who served in the late war, for diaries,
documents, personal and general narratives.
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